The predictive validity of fundal height curves in the identification of small- and large-for-gestational-age infants.
Several investigators have developed fundal height (FH) curves which have been useful in the identification of small-for-gestational-age (SGA) infants. Two of these curves were tested to determine if they retained their predictive validity for SGA infants, and to determine their predictive validity for large-for-gestational-age (LGA) infants. Only one of the 12 SGA infants born to the 102 women in this sample would have been identified using either of the FH curves. The use of one of the FH curves would have identified all of the 10 LGA infants, while the use of the second FH curve would have identified five. Rather than assuming validity, clinicians are encouraged to test any fundal height curve for its ability to identify SGA and LGA infants in their own population.